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•with the severe humiliation of Serbia as the proper means
for improving Austria's position and making possible d suc-
cessful Balkan policy.
Berchtold answered in reply that the last few years had
shown that, though diplomatic victories had raised the pres-
tige of the Monarchy temporarily, they had only increased
the existing tension in Austro-Serbian relations. Neither
the success in the Annexation Crisis, nor that in connection
with the creation of Albania, nor the later backing-down on
Serbia's part in October, 1913, had actually changed the
situation materially. "A radical settlement of the problem
raised by the Greater Serbia propaganda, systematically
carried on from Belgrade, whose disruptive force could be
detected as far as Agram and Zara, was only possible
through an energetic intervention/' The Rumanian danger
he did not think serious. And as for the relative strength
of the Great Powers, Russia's increasing population more
than offset France's declining birth-rate.
After a long discussion through the morning and after-
noon, in which all the ministers except Tisza expressed
views in virtual agreement with Berchtold, and in which
Conrad set forth secret military plans which he asked not
to be recorded in the minutes, no complete agreement was
reached. Tisza was willing that specific demands should
be made upon Serbia, but insisted that they should not de-
liberately be made so hard that Serbia could not comply
with them, and that they should not be in the form of an
ultimatum. He also insisted that he should see them be-
fore they were sent, so that he should not be faced with
another fait accompli All the other ministers, however,
agreed with Berchtold against Tisza, "that a purely diplo-
matic victory, even if it ended with a striking humiliation
of Serbia, would be worthless, and that consequently the
demands presented to Serbia must be so far-reaching that

